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Abstract:

Centring on Inge Westpfahl's autobiographical and literary writing brings into view an entire network
within the German-speaking exiles in Athens, the wider German and international circles, and
crucially a good number of influential Greek counterparts.

Bringing together archival sources, namely her diaries and correspondences, and published dramatic
works, a trans-cultural assemblage spanning multiple languages can be established. These Greek-
German entanglements comprise multiple layers of interactions and encounters that go far beyond
translational practices.

As a sort of micro (literary) history, this study aims to challenge overarching narratives within
German and Greek literary history from within by transcending both. It takes serious the bi-
directional nature of the aesthetical and intellectual exchange happening in Athens in the 1930s
grounding it in a deep understanding of the entangled living conditions that gave rise to it.

In doing so, it challenges the notion that the German-speaking exile and its connections with the
literary circle of interwar Athens are a footnote to the disciplines of German Exile Studies and
Modern Greek Studies respectively. Such a perception, | argue, says very little about the centrality or
marginality of the matter at hand, but simply exposes the vantage point these disciplines occupy
when operating independently, and the blind spots this produces.
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